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The study was designed to compare the impact of working status of mothers on academic 

achievement of Secondary School Students (12-16) A sample of 100 secondary school students 

were drawn from three schools of Hoshiarpur namely Gyan Niketan Public School, Chaudhary 

Balbir Singh Public School, Play way Public School Selected children were studying in 8
th

 class. 

All children were divided into four groups, boys of working mothers, girls of working mothers, 

boys of non-working mothers and girls of non-working mothers. Each group comprises of 25 

children. Using self-structured questionnaire assessed the phenomenon of academic achievement 

among Secondary School Students. Results revealed that there was a significant difference in 

academic achievement of children of working and non-working mothers. Significant difference in 

academic achievement of boys and girls of working mothers was also found. There were 

significant differences in academic achievement of boys and girls of non-working mothers. 

Academic achievements of boys of working and non-working mothers also showed same trends. 

Likeness to mother was highest in girl’s group of working mothers. Democratic parenting has 

been found practiced highest in girl’s group of working mothers. 

 

INTRODUCTION: Last half century is marked for the women empowerment and due to which 

women participation in work place is also increasing. Now women are working everywhere, 
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whether it is in faculties of engineering, commerce, management or marketing, women are in 

every field and successfully challenging their male counterparts. Of these working women, two 

of every five are mothers of school age children. As children are mostly in touch with their 

mothers, their activities, behavior and attitudes have great impact on their achievement in every 

field. Academic achievement is the performance of a learner after a course of instruction and it is 

measured in terms of marks or grads obtained in a given area of knowledge. School examination 

in one way measures the degree of achievement. Achievement brings personal satisfaction as 

well as social recognition. That is why achievement, whether in sport, schoolwork or social 

activities become such a strong interest as secondary school students progresses, which is an age 

of finding the self. G. Stanley hall was the first to draw a vivid and striking picture of this stage 

of life with all its specific characteristics, gradations and peculiarities. He cited the definition of 

the term from the dictionary as secondary School Students attitudes towards education are highly 

influenced by parental attitudes –whether parents consider education as stepping stone to upward 

social mobility or only a necessity because it is required by law. Parents are also the models for 

children. Warm, supportive parent child ties that permit young people to explore ideas and social 

roles foster child autonomy predicting high self reliance, work orientation, academic competence 

and self esteem (Allen, Hauser, Bell and O’ connor, 1994 ;).A child’s academic progress depends 

not just on activities that take place in classrooms. It is also promoted by parental involvement in 

school life and the extent to which academic learning is carried over into the home (Connors and 

Epstein, 1996). Vamadevappa (2005) studied the impact of parental involvement on Academic 

achievement of higher primary students. His finds reveal that girls are better than boys in their 

academic achievement. Saini (2005) expressed that academic achievement of children of 

working mothers were much better than the adolescent children of non-working mothers'. 

Murugan (2009) studied the parental involvement and academic achievement of secondary 

school students. Their findings reveal that boys and girls do not differ significantly in their 

parental support involvement and academic achievment. Chandravathana (2009) found that the 

children of non-working mothers showed better performance in their academic achievement than 

children of working mothers. Bushra Lqbal Chohan and Rehana Masrur Khan (2010) found that 

parent's contribution to their children's education has a consistent effect on academic 

achievement and on the self concept 
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 The present study is focused on the role of mother in secondary school student's 

academic achievement. Academic achievement was assessed through their school records of 

previous two classes. The study also revealed the child rearing practice of mothers of secondary 

school students. 

HYPOTHESES 

1. There is significant difference in academic achievement of children of working and non-

working mothers.  

2. There is significant difference in academic achievement of boys and girls of working 

mothers.  

3. There is significant difference in academic achievement of boys and girls of non-working 

mothers.  

4. There is significant difference in academic achievement of boys of working and non-

working mothers.  

5. There is significant difference in academic achievement of girls of working and non-

working mothers. 

Method 

Sample 

          Data was collected on a sample of 100 secondary school students who were the student of 

8
th

 grade. Fifty students belonged to dual earner families (working mothers) and fifty students 

belonged to single earner families (non-working mothers). These two groups were further 

divided into a group of girls (25) and a group of boys (25). The secondary school students were 

selected form three schools of a Hoshiarpur, namely Gyan Niketan Public School, Chaudhary 

Balbir Singh Public School, Play way Public School. 

Tools: 

            A self –structured test in the form of questionnaire was used to conduct the study, which 

was filled by the secondary school students. 

Data Analysis: 

The data thus collected was consolidated and statistically analysed by using percentage, 

means and standard deviations. Non-parametric technique of significance ‘t test’ was applied to 

see the significance of difference in relation to their mother’s working status. 
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HYPOTHESES - I 

There is significant difference in academic achievement of children of working and non-working 

mothers. 

Table-1: Mean, S.D. and t values in relation to academic achievement of children of 

working and non non-working mothers. 

Group Total No Mean S.D. t value 

 Secondary School 

Students (working 

mothers) 

50 74.9 9.28 5.26(significant) 

 Secondary School 

Students(non-working 

mothers) 

50 72.85 9.57 

 

Table I shows the scores of academic achievement of secondary school students (working 

mothers) are 74.9 and S.D. is 9.28 and academic achievement of secondary school students (non-

working mothers) are 72.85 and S.D. is 9.57. The calculated t value of two groups 5.26 which is 

more than the table values 1.96 at 0.05 level of confidence. This indicates that there is significant 

difference in academic achievement of children of working and non-working mothers. 

HYPOTHESES - II 

There is significant difference in academic achievement of boys and girls of working mothers. 

Table 2: Mean, S.D. and t values in relation to academic achievement of boys and girls of 

working mother’s group 

Boys 25 69.2 8.92 19.66(significant) 

Girls 25 80.6 4.89 

 

Table 2 shows the scores of academic achievement of secondary school students of working 

mothers (boys are 69.2 and S.D. is 8.92 and academic achievement of secondary school students 

working mothers (girls are 80.6 and S.D. is 4.89. The calculated t value of two groups 19.66 

which is more than the table values 1.96 at 0.05 level of confidence. This indicates that there is 

significant difference in academic achievement of boys and girls of working mothers. 

HYPOTHESES - III 

There is significant difference in academic achievement of boys and girls of non-working 

mothers.  
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Table 3: Mean, S.D. and t values in relation to academic achievement of boys and girls of 

non-working mothers. 

Boys 25 67.3 8.46 17.54(significant) 

Girls 25 78.4 7.6 

Table 3 shows the scores of academic achievement of secondary school students of non working 

mothers (boys are 67.3 and S.D. is 8.46 and academic achievement of secondary school students 

non-working mothers (girls are 78.4 and S.D. is 7.6. The calculated t value of two groups 17.54 

which is more than the table values 1.96 at 0.05 level of confidence. This indicates that there is 

significant difference in academic achievement of boys and girls of non-working mothers. 

HYPOTHESES - IV 

There is significant difference in academic achievement of boys of working and non-working 

mothers.  

Table 4: Mean, S.D. and t values in relation to academic achievement of boys of working 

and non-working mothers. 

Working mothers 25 69.2 8.92 2.71(significant) 

Non-Working 

mothers 

25 67.3 8.46 

Table 4 shows the scores of academic achievement of boys of working mothers are 69.2 and S.D. 

is 8.92 and academic achievement of boys of non-working mothers are 67.3 and S.D. is 8.46. 

The calculated t value of two groups 2.71 which is more than the table values 1.96 at 0.05 level 

of confidence. This indicates that there is significant difference in academic achievement of boys 

of working and non-working mothers. 

HYPOTHESES – V 

There is significant difference in academic achievement of girls of working and non-working 

mothers. 

Table 5: Mean, S.D. and t values in relation to academic achievement of girls of working 

and non-working mothers  

Working mothers 25 80.6 4.89 4.23(significant) 

Non-Working 

mothers 

25 78.4 7.6 

Table 5 shows the scores of academic achievement of girls of working mothers are 80.6 and S.D. 

is 4.89 and academic achievement of girls of non-working mothers are 78.4 and S.D. is 7.6. The 

calculated t value of two groups 4.23 which is more than the table values 1.96 at 0.05 level of 
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confidence. This indicates that there is significant difference in academic achievement of girls of 

working and non-working mothers. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Descriptive analysis of the data as given in table-1 revealed that there is great impact of 

mother’s working status on academic achievement of secondary school students. Academic 

achievement was highest among girls of working mothers (I group) and lowest among boys of 

non-working mothers (IV group) Girls of working mothers were more willing to stay at home at 

free time and likeness of mother was also highest in this group response of secondary school 

students showed that mothers of only 52% boys practice authoritative parenting in non-working 

mothers group. This group showed lowest mean scores of academic achievement on contrary to 

the I group in which 85% mothers practice authoritative parenting. Gender differences were 

significant in favour of girls of working mothers. It may be due to the fact that children of 

mothers who enjoy their work and remain committed to parenting show very favorable 

adjustment, a higher sense of self esteem, more positive family and peer relations, less gender 

stereotyped beliefs and better grades in schools. The study is also in support of the studies done 

by Gottfried, Gottfried, Bathurst and Killian, (1999); they said that employed mothers who value 

their parenting rule are more likely to use authoritative child rearing and co-regulation granting 

their child independence with oversight. Also children in dual earner household devote more 

daily hours to do home work under parental guidance and participate more in household chores. 

This can be seen in the present study, in figure 1 (willingness to stay at home at free time), which 

is highest amongst the girl's group of working mothers. The research finding of Douvan (1976) 

also support the finding of the present study.   

Therefore good achievement of girls of working mothers may be attributed to the reason 

that professional women emphasize discipline and independence more than non working women, 

they have more rules, expect more from their children. Therefore it can be said that mothers are 

the central characters in the drama of development and their working status has a great affect on 

academic achievement of secondary schools students.   

REFERENCES  

Allen, J.P.; Hauser, S.T.; Bell K.L. & O Connor, T.G. (1994) Longitudinal assessment of 

autonomy and relatedness in secondary school students family interactions as predictors 



SRJIS/BIMONTHLY/DR. MANJU GERA (2154-2160) 

SEPT-OCTOBER, 2014. VOL-II/XIV                                   www.srjis.com    Page 2160 

 

of secondary school students ego development and self esteem. Child Development, 65, 

179-194. 

Connors, L.J. & Epstein J.L. (1996) Parent and school partnership. In Bornstein, M.H. Handbook 

of Parenting (4) New Jersey : Erlbaum.  

Douvan, E. (1976) The role of models in women's professional development. Psychology of 

Women Quarterly, 1, 5-20.  

Gottfried, A.E.; Gottfried, A.W.; Bathurst, K & Killian (1999) Maternal and dual earner 

employment. In M.E. Lamb (Ed.), Parenting and Child Development in "Non-traditional 

Families" New Jersey : Erlbaum.  

Helson (1971) Cited from Betz, Fitgeraid L.F. (1986) The Career Psychology of Women. 

Orlando : Academic Press.  

Nandwana, S. & Devi, A. (2004) Career maturity of secondary school students girls of employed 

and non-employed mothers. Psycholingua, 24, 67-70.  

Papalia, D.E. (1993) A Childs World. New York ; Mc Graw Hill Inc. 

Sandifer, D. (1993) Family Ties and Growing Up to be Late Secondary school students Career 

Development and Intergenerational Family Relationship; Doctoral Dissertation, 

Blacksburg. Kirginia Polytechnic Institute and State University.  

Steinberg, L.D.; Fegley, S. & Dornbusch, S (1993) Negative impact of part time work on 

secondary school students adjustment: Evidence from a longitudinal study Development 

Psychology, 29, 171-180. 

 

 


